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FLOOR DEBATE

SE N ATOR TYSON: God, I'd like to see that. T hat w i l l  perpetuate
a move that b e g a n  in th e  late forties, 1947, called the 
d e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g  of the m e n t a l l y  ill. I d o n ' t  k n o w  ho w  many 
p eo p l e  we h ave u p  in N o r f o l k  now, bu t  we di d  h a v e  a b o u t  15 MDSOs 
t h at  we w e r e  w a r e h o u s i n g  for the state. Let's t u r n  t h e m  into 
society. Let's r ely on some c o m m u n i t y  s ervices for them. In 
case y ou d o n ' t  k now what an M D S O  is, it's a m e n t a l l y  distu r b e d  
sexual offender. I t h i n k  w e ' v e  got 35 or 40 of t h e m  in the
state, b u t  the state is n o w  r e s p o n s i b l e  for them. If you look
in Omaha or a lot of other towns in Nebraska, yo u  see p e o p l e  who 
are call e d  homeless. A  g o o d  m a n y  of t h e m  ar e  m e n t a l l y  ill 
people. T h e y  are sick. If you look in our p r i s o n s  and our
jails, y ou  w ill find other peop l e  w h o  h a v e . ..they, yes, have
they c o m m i t t e d  a crime? Yes. Ar e  they m e n t a l l y  ill? Yes. Are
t h ey  g e t t i n g  v e r y  m u c h  attention? No. Ar e  t h e y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g
in a cure for their illness, a lot of w h i c h  ca n  be done by
prescription, b y  medi c a t i o n ?  No. Some are. No t  enough. So 
w e 're g o i n g  to p a y  that o n e ...

SP EAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.

SENATOR TYSON: ...one w a y  or the other. P a y  t h e m  in jail or
pay them in the r egional centers. T h a n k  you.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: S e nator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th a n k  you. Mr. P r e s i d e n t  an d  m e m b e r s  of the
Legislature, bus i n e s s  can afford to t a k e  a h i t  b ut the
Legislature, in its cow a r d l y  way, ch ose n o t  to. W h a t  Senator  
B r a s h e a r  w o n  for h is bu s i n e s s  friends an d  th e  G o v e r n o r  is known 
as a P y r r h i c  victory. Y o u  sho ot your wad, yo u  w i n  a battle, but 
yo u  lose th e  wa r  b e c a u s e  yo u  h a v e  n o t h i n g  left to fight with. 
If t h e r e ' s  a counterattack, yo u  are exhausted, it's over for 
you. No w  the G o v e r n o r  f l oated this idea. W h e n  th e  Governor 
supports something, you k now h o w  h is p e o p l e  are out th e r e  in the 
lobby, so m any of t h e m  yo u  can h a r d l y  f i n d  space for anybody 
else. T h e y ' r e  s war ming like ants. Y o u  d i d n ' t  h e a r  anything 
f rom th e  Gov e r n o r  b e c a u s e  h e  is go i n g  to let this L e g islature 
appear to b e  the sucker t hat it a l l o w e d  itself to be. So I 
think w h a t  the L e g i s l a t u r e  ne e d s  is some t ime to th i n k  about


